Autism

· Federal Definition

Developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction

Adversely affects educational performance

Generally evident before 3 years old, but may be diagnosed after 3 years old

Not an emotional disturbance

Other characteristics often associated with autism are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or


change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences.

· Michigan Definition

Lifelong developmental disability typically manifested before 30 months of age.

Disturbances in the rates and sequences of cognitive, affective, psychomotor, language, and speech development.

Not characteristics associated with schizophrenia

And all of the following characteristics:


*disturbance in capacity to relate to people,                               events and objects;

*absence, disorder, or delay of language, speech or meaningful communication;

 *unusual or inconsistent response to sensory stimuli; and

*insistence on sameness as shown by stereotyped play, repetitive movements, abnormal preoccupation, or resistance to change.

